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California Assembly Bill 165, currently pending before the State Appropriations Committee, will approve enactment of Penal Code section 13519.10, and require the POST Commission to develop and implement a course of training regarding Gun Violence Restraining Orders (GVROs), on or before January 1, 2021. This course is required to be incorporated into basic training for law enforcement officers. Training is to include specified topics such as the process of filing petitions for GVROs, and situational training to assist officers in identifying when a GVRO is appropriate and how officers can respond effectively in situations necessitating filings.  

The San Diego City Attorney’s Office (Office) launched the first GVRO training program in California in December 2017, prior to this statutory requirement. Since then, the Office has emerged as a national leader on using GVROs to remove firearms from individuals who present a serious risk of harm to themselves or others. GVROs have been used to prevent domestic violence homicide, suicide, and violence in workplaces and on school campuses. 

Currently, there is no other agency in the state with a more robust GVRO training program or efficient process for identifying the need for and filing GVROs. Together with our law enforcement partner, the San Diego Police Department (SDPD), the Office leads the service training on GVROs. Since May 2018, the City Attorney’s Office has conducted 18 trainings for more than 240 law enforcement and government agencies in cities such as Anaheim, San Francisco, Sacramento, Oakland, Eureka, Stockton, and Fresno, as well as Riverside and San Bernardino counties. Roughly 1,500 individuals have received free GVRO training by the Office. These sessions fulfill the POST Commission requirement for continuing professional training. 

For the second year in a row, the California legislature budgeted specific funding to the Office to train law enforcement agencies throughout California on the use of GVROs. This year the Office received $250,000, a five-fold increase from the $50,000 received last year. The significant funding increase reflects the success of the training program, the expertise of the presenters, and the interest from law enforcement agencies and their legal representatives across the state.  

The California Narcotics Officers Association requested that the Office present an extended 
8-hour GVRO training in three different regions throughout the state before the year’s end.  Typically, each training session runs three hours and the instructors are a combination of attorneys and police representatives. The Office has worked closely with local law enforcement agencies including the Ventura County District Attorney, the California Department of Justice, and numerous city attorneys to bring this free training to their region. 

In 17 months, the Office has worked with the SDPD, and represented SDPD in court, to obtain over 200 GVROs, and remove hundreds of firearms, including more than a dozen assault rifles, from dangerous owners. It recently has obtained GVROs against the following individuals: 
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· A 31-year-old man who carried a loaded firearm to work after repeatedly expressing interest in a female co-worker. He told a co-worker, “I swear to God I’m going to blow her brains out if I don’t get some.” 

· A 35-year-old man who made threats online that he was going to shoot up a gay bar and then kill himself'. When the respondent was detained, he reiterated those threats to law enforcement.  

· A 36-year-old man who told a family member he was going to kill Muslims and bragged about owning a $3,000 gun with $2,500 worth of ammunition. He followed up by saying that he believed the administrators of the school he was attending were against him and that he wanted to “kill them all.” 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]A 41-year-old man who left an offensive message referencing bullets and guns at the businesses of an individual with whom he’d been debating politics on line. He also sent an email when he learned a school was planning a field trip in his community, saying he didn’t want “those [expletive] illegals up here” and that his neighborhood was “MAGA territory.” 
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